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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re application of: 

Mark Thompson 

Application No.: 09/965,667 

Filed: September 26, 2001 

For: SYSTEMS AND METHODS TO 
FACILITATE PAYMENT FOR 
SHIPPED GOODS 



Examiner: 
Art Unit: 



Patel, Jagdish 
3624 



PETITION TO WITHDRAW HOLDING 
OF ABANDONMENT 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

I was contacted by telephone by the Examiner assigned to the captioned 
application, Examiner Patel, on January 4, 2005. The Examiner indicated that the Office had 
received an Appeal Brief filed on July 7, 2004, but had no record of having received a Notice of 
Appeal. The Examiner indicated that the application is accordingly currently considered by the 
Office to be abandoned. 

I reviewed the internal file for this application and noted that a Notice of Appeal 
was filed by first-class mail on May 7, 2004. The Notice of Appeal was filed in response to a 
Final Office Action mailed February 10, 2004 and having a shortened statutory period for 
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response of three months; its filing was therefore timely. It appears, after conducting an internal 
investigation, that the return postcard filed with the Notice of Appeal was not received by the 
law firm at which I am employed. 

Applicant hereby petitions for withdrawal of any holding of abandonment since 
the Notice of Appeal was properly and timely filed in accordance with 37 C.F.R. §1.8. A copy 
of the Notice of Appeal and accompanying documents filed by first-class mail on May 7, 2004 
are provided herewith. The accompanying documents include a Transmittal Form, a Fee 
Transmittal Form, and a return postcard. The Transmittal Form includes a Certificate of Mailing 
executed by Nina L. McNeill on May 7, 2004. A Statement by Ms McNeill attesting on a 
personal-knowledge basis to facts related to the filing is also submitted herewith. 

It is thus believed that the requirements under 37 C.F.R. §1 .8(b) for affording a 
filing date of May 7, 2004 to the Notice of Appeal and accompanying documents have been met. 
Applicant requests that the Notice of Appeal be entered as of that date and that the application be 
forwarded to the Examiner for consideration of the Appeal Brief filed July 7, 2004. 

It is believed that no fee is required, but should the Patent Office determine 
otherwise, please deduct the requisite fee from Deposit Account 20-1430. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Patrick M. Boucher 
Reg. No. 44,037 

TOWNSEND and TOWNSEND and CREW LLP 

Two Embarcadero Center, Eighth Floor 

San Francisco, California 941 1 1-3834 

Tel: (303) 571-4000 

Fax:(415)576-0300 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re application of: 

Mark Thompson 

Application No.: 09/965,667 

Filed: September 26, 2001 

For: SYSTEMS AND METHODS TO 
FACILITATE PAYMENT FOR 
SHIPPED GOODS 



Examiner: Patel, Jagdish 

Art Unit: 3624 

STATEMENT OF NINA L. MCNEILL 
UNDER 37 CF.R. § 1.8(B)(3) 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 



1 . The following statements are based on my personal knowledge. 

2. I am a Patent Secretary employed by Townsend and Townsend and Crew LLP 
("Townsend") at 1200 Seventeenth St., Suite 2700, Denver CO 80202. 

3. It is my usual and customary practice when filing papers by first-class mail with 
the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office ("USPTO") to review the paper after its execution by a 
patent attorney, to execute the Certificate of Mailing, to make a copy of the fully executed 
papers, and thereafter to deposit the papers in an envelope addressed to the USPTO. After 
personally sealing the envelope, it is picked up by an office-services clerk. The office-services 
clerk is required to affix sufficient postage to the envelope and to entrust all first-class mail 
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PATENT 



addressed to the USPTO with an office of the U.S. Postal Service on the same day it is received. 
I believe on information and belief that this procedure is diligently followed. 

4. I have reviewed Townsend's file for U.S. Pat. Appl. No. 09/965,667. The file 
includes a copy of a Notice of Appeal executed by Patrick M. Boucher on May 7, 2004, 
accompanied by a Fee Transmittal Form and a Transmittal Form. The Transmittal Form 
specifically indicates that it accompanies a Fee Transmittal Form, a Notice of Appeal, and a 
Return Postcard. A true copy of these documents is attached to this Statement. 

5. My signature appears on the Certificate of Mailing for the Transmittal Form. 

6. My best recollection is that I did not deviate from my usual and customary 
practice described above and that the papers identified in ^|4 were entrusted with the U.S. Postal 
Service on May 7, 2004. 
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